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I am happy to report that we are off to 
a fantastic 2013–14 school year. During 
classroom visits, I regularly observe 
our faculty and students hard at work. 
Your children have adjusted beautifully 
to their new grade levels. In addition to 
the learning inside the classrooms, our 
students have enjoyed many special 
events such as the Walk-a-thon, Family 
Fun Night and our first Cultural Arts 
assembly. I want to thank the HSA for 
supporting these great activities.

As for academic news, one item to note is 
we are using a new math series, MyMath, 
by McGraw Hill which is completely 
aligned with the Common Core State 
Standards. Also, our computer lab has 
been transformed into a Chromebook lab. 
In case you’re not familiar, Chromebooks 
are laptops which start in seconds, have 
a plethora of capabilities, and work 
wirelessly from any area in our building. 
Additionally, our teachers are continuing to 
receive professional development with our 
Writer’s Workshop program. 

I want to thank everyone who participated 
in our Summer Reading Assignment. Our 
students enjoyed seeing the photos of 
their teachers and peers reading a variety 
of books around the globe. Please be 
reminded that we firmly believe that 
reading is a key ingredient to academic 
success. Strong readers are strong 
students! While on the topic of reading, 
I want to share the following article with 
you: Fathers, Sons & Reading. As a 
father and educator, this article strikes a 
chord with me. I encourage you to read 
and share this article with anyone you 
think may benefit from reading it.

As a reminder, safety is our top priority. 
In order to help maintain a safe school 
environment, please follow our Kiss 
and Drop procedures as outlined here: 
Morning “Kiss and Drop” Basic Rules 
to Follow. 

I want to inform you of important 
information regarding a Board of Education 
policy which governs Harassment, 
Intimidation, and Bullying. The Board of 
Education adopted Policy 5512 which 
governs Harassment, Intimidation, and 
Bullying incidents in the school district. 
This policy is available on the home page 
of the district’s website at www.cwcboe.
org. It is also available in the school office. 
The district’s Anti Bullying Coordinator is 
Dr. James Heinegg, 973-228-6979, and 
the Anti-Bullying specialist for our school 
is Marianne DiBlasi. In accordance with 
State law and Board policy, all incidents 
of Harassment, Intimidation, and Bullying 
must be reported to the school Principal.

Thank you for your continued support.

Adam Geher, Principal
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Message from the Principal 

Quick Links 
Click to jump to an article

Thank you to Shoprite of 
West Caldwell for donating 
the pumpkins and to 
Caldwell Nursery in West 
Caldwell for donating the 
fall decorations. Thanks 
to Daisy Troop #20135 for 
decorating our school so 
beautifully!

2013 Summer Reading Assignment

Lincoln School first graders 
and Daisy Troop #20135.

http://www.trelease-on-reading.com/fathers-sons-reading.pdf
http://cwcboe.org/cms/lib04/NJ01001185/Centricity/Domain/330/Kiss%20and%20Drop%20Procedures.pdf
http://cwcboe.org/cms/lib04/NJ01001185/Centricity/Domain/330/Kiss%20and%20Drop%20Procedures.pdf
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Classroom 
Updates

Ms. DelVecchio’s 
LLD Class

LLD – Ms. DelVecchio’s 
Kindergarteners have been hard at 
work learning their letters, sounds 
and numbers!  Her second graders 
are enjoying the different texts they 
study each week and are quickly 
growing as readers!  During our 
apple unit, the students learned a 
catchy “apple song” which helped 
them to each create their very own 
book depicting the life cycle of the 
apple tree. They have also been 
learning about pumpkins and are 
looking forward to Halloween! Our 
Kindergarteners are especially excited 
to be part of the Lincoln School 
Halloween parade for the first time, 
and the second graders are eager to 
lead the class up and down Crane 
Street! 

Mrs. O’Hara’s 
Kindergarten Classes

The kindergarten class had a busy 
October!  The a.m. class had a visit 
from Mr. Roth, Caitlyn’s dad, a 
fireman in Montclair. He spoke 
with the students about fire safety 
and how to stay safe in case of a 
fire. He dressed in his fireman gear 
to show the children what a fireman 
would look like during a fire. We also 
read stories about kindness and 
consideration during our week of 
respect. We discussed how a bully 
acts and made bookmarks showing 
an act of kindness. 

The kindergarten students have 
been learning to write through mini 
lessons. Our science curriculum 
included learning about the seasons 
of the year. We learned in detail about 
the signs and changes of Fall. We 
also studied about the life cycle of 
pumpkins and all about spiders in 
preparation for Halloween!

Mrs. Dunphy and Mrs. Macken’s 
First Grade Classes

First graders have been working 
on their month long pattern book 
writing unit, along with a science 
study on pumpkins. We have read 
lots of Halloween stories and have 
discussed the 
main idea in each 
of them as the 
month progressed.  
Our first graders 
have also been 
taking turns 
bringing home our 
Biography-in-a- 
Bag. Each bag has a picture book 
biography inside which the children 
read with their parents at home 
before returning it to school and 
passing it along to another family. 

Mrs. Leven and Miss Walek’s 
Second Grade Classes

The second grades have been 
studying about different types of 
communities in Social Studies. We 
have planned a walking tour of 
Bloomfield Avenue on November 5th 
to correspond with this unit. 
The children are very excited to learn 
more about the town of Caldwell! 
During their tour, the children will 
observe, sketch, and label buildings 
and businesses along Bloomfield 

Avenue. Afterwards, the children will 
transfer what they see and learn into 
booklets and maps. 

Mrs. Bakos and Mrs. Tufano’s 
Third Grade Classes

The third graders have been working 
very hard in writing and have 
published their first piece, a SEED 
story.

In reading, we started reader’s 
workshop and are concentrating on 
reading just right books. The children 
are setting reading goals, reading 
passionately, reading strongly, 
reading with stamina, and thinking 
about what we read.

Ms. Landau and Mr. Stiefbold’s 
Fourth Grade Classes

The fourth graders are excited about 
the Writer’s Workshop and are busy 
writing about the small moments of 
their lives. Reading Charlotte’s Web is 
providing many rich examples of the 
figurative language they are learning 
to use in their own writing. They are 
looking forward to their first field trip 
to Sterling Hill Mines. Ms. Landau 
and Mr. Stiefbold thank the HSA for 
their generous contribution towards 
the cost of this trip.

continued on page 3

“It is the mark of an 
educated mind to be able 
to entertain a thought 
without accepting it.”
-Aristotle
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Classroom Updates (cont)

Mrs. Dunne and Miss Kolator’s 
Fifth Grade Classes

The children had a great time on their class trip to 
Museum Village in Monroe, NY. They visited a restored 
historical village and interacted with docents that shared 
stories of life in the 18th century. We are extremely 
appreciative of the funding provided by the HSA.

In fifth grade, we are making learning hands-on as well as 
interdisciplinary. As part of our study of Colonial life, the

children are learning to quilt every Friday with one of our 
aides. They will be doing this from now until the beginning 
of December. In small groups, the children will design and 
sew quilt blocks. They will then write about their pieces. 
These quilt blocks and writings will be entered in a 
national contest called the School Block Challenge. It is 
run by the National Quilt Museum in Paducah, Kentucky.  
All the blocks will be exhibited in the Quilt Museum and 
then returned to our school where they will be placed on 
display in the Spring. 

The Reader’s Corner
Miss Golembeski  

Last spring the HSA sponsored 
our annual book fair. Thanks to 
the support of the Lincoln School 
families, proceeds from this sale 
totaled over $2,000, which has 
benefited classrooms and our 
school library. Over 100 titles were 

ordered by teachers for their classroom libraries and non-
fiction series books for early readers were recently added 
to the library collection: Mighty Machines, Cats, Super 
Cute!, and Dogs, Dogs, Dogs. These exciting books for 
emergent readers are flying off the shelves – what a great 
thing to see!

Favorite Movie: “Gone with the Wind.” It is one      
I will watch whenever it is on TV.

Favorite Vacation Spot: Just put me on a beach 
anywhere in the Caribbean with a good book!

Favorite Dessert: A warm brownie with vanilla ice 
cream. Yum!

Favorite Holiday: Thanksgiving, it’s all about being 
with family.

Something Not Known: As a child I 
learned how to play the accordion.

Who Am I? 

Answer: Mrs. Zemans 

Guess Who?
Favorite Book: Endurance: Shackleton’s
Incredible Voyage

Favorite Vacation Spot: Lake Placid

Favorite Food: Red Velvet Cupcakes from Ava’s 
Cupcake Shop. YUMMY!!!!

Interesting Fact: I went sky diving. It was fun, 
scary and beautiful!!!!

Who Am I? 

? ?

Guess Who?

Answer: Mrs. Leven
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2013 Family Fun Night
Children’s Pumpkin Decorating Contest

Letter from the HSA 
Welcome back! To all of our 
new families, we are very excited 
to welcome you to our Lincoln 
community! We hope that you are all 
settled in to your routines and that the 
academic year has started out well for 
all your children.  We are very pleased 
to bring to you another year of the 
Lincoln Lowdown, where we highlight 
all of the happenings here at Lincoln 
School.

Our HSA events and fundraisers 
are under way, and our various 
committees have been working 
diligently preparing great activities 
for the year ahead. Our fundraisers, 
thus far, have all done extremely 
well. The 5th grade annual Mum Sale 
supplied by Gro-Rite was a success. 
Thank you to Gro-Rite for offering 
absolutely beautiful mums to brighten 
up the autumn season! Mother Nature 
cooperated and gave us a spectacular 
day to host our Lincoln Walk-a-thon. 
Once again, this event was a huge 
success! Thank you to all those 
who volunteered and participated, 
especially Nicole Peepas, who 
generated a lot of enthusiasm during 
the day and kept us all pumped and 
walking! We are pleased and proud 
to share with our children the gift of 
giving back. Our 5th grade class once 
again led the way by selecting our 
charity choices. We will be donating to 
the Caldwell Food Pantry, Books for 
Africa and Operation Smile. In addition, 
we will be purchasing Shoprite gift 
cards from our James Caldwell High 
School Scholarship Committee which 
we will utilize to purchase food for the 
Caldwell Food Pantry. This enables us 
to also contribute to our Scholarship 
committee which awards scholarships 

each year to deserving High School 
students. The Lincoln Leopards are 
always leaping to do great things!

The fall Family Fun Night was a 
good time for all who attended. 
The children’s pumpkin decorating 
contest was once again a tough one 
to judge, however, the adult contest 
was easy since the clear winner 
was Mr. Geher! The pumpkin entries 
were very creative! Thank you to 
Jeanne Courtright and Juli Platt for 
organizing a night filled with games 
and treats for all. We thank everyone 
who lent a hand and helped make the 
evening enjoyable. Furthermore, to 
our 5th grade helpers, thank you for 
pitching in and setting a good example 
for your fellow students! 

Our Holiday Gift Sale committee 
has been hard at work preparing to 
offer the children and our community 
another great shopping experience. 
Please come out on December 4th 
and 5th (more details to follow) and 
check out all the wonderful crafts 
and merchandise they are working 
on for us. For those of you who are 
new to our Lincoln family, this is an 
opportunity for your children to shop 
for their loved ones at a minimal cost. 
You will not be disappointed!    

The Cultural Arts committee has a 
great schedule of assemblies planned 
for our children once again this year. 
Our first assembly, Arithmetickles, 
took place on Monday, October 21st 
and was enjoyed by all. We have also 
built in two sessions for some of the 
upcoming assemblies to enable the 
presenters to tailor their presentation 
toward the different age groups. This 
allows for the children to get more out 
of the sessions.  

Thank you to our Lincoln community 
for consistently supporting our 
efforts. Through your support, we can 
continue to thrive in our objective of 
enriching our children’s experience 
here at Lincoln. Your input is 
instrumental in continuing to offer such 
wonderful activities to the students. 
Please join us at our HSA meetings 
(dates and times can be found on the 
Lincoln web site). Hope to see you all 
there!

We are looking forward to another 
great year at Lincoln School!

Warm Regards,

Vicki Ehrhardt and Monica Novak
2013–2014 HSA Co-Presidents

2013 Lincoln Walk-a-thon
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Lincoln School 
Environmental Club 
The environmental club is off to a great start 
this year with a solid group of enthusiastic 
students ready to learn more about protecting the 
environment. The first meeting was held on October 3rd 
where the students helped Mr. Whetton sort through a 
pile of “garbage” to determine what could be reused or 
recycled instead of thrown away. Also discussed were the 
club’s plans for the upcoming year, including a club swap, 
a repeat of last year’s book swap, and lots of reusing 
crafts. Also in the planning stages is an eco-fair for the 

whole school scheduled for April. The next meeting of 
the environmental club is scheduled for November 21st 
after school in Mrs. Landau’s room. For those interested 
in attending, look for permission slips to be available 
soon, or see Ms. Landau or Mrs. Leven, the club’s 
teacher advisors.

A special thank you goes out to all those who donated 
bottle caps last year. We are now looking to collect only 
COLORED caps as we have plenty of clear caps already. 
We are especially in need of brown, yellow, green, red, 
blue, grey, and black. If you have any caps in those 
colors, please bring them to Mrs. Leven or 
Ms. Landau.

Family Fun Night at Lincoln School
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Healthy Routines for 
‘Back to School’
Mrs. Ciesla

It seems that just 
when we get used 
to the lazy, carefree 
routine of summer, 
it’s time to come back to school. 
Getting back into the school routine 
is easier for some children then for 
others.  Having a daily routine, can 
benefit the whole family in many ways 
and help children develop healthy 
habits.

•	 Eating breakfast: Studies have 
shown that children who eat a 
healthy breakfast (as opposed to 
the kind containing doughnuts) 
perform better in the classroom 

and on the playground, with better 
concentration, problem-solving 
skills and eye-hand coordination.

•	 Prepare ‘tonight’, for tomorrow 
morning: Even with a routine, 
getting everyone ready and out 
the door in the morning can be 
stressful. Children feel this stress 
too. Many children benefit from 
picking out their clothes and having 
everything packed and ‘ready to 
go’ the night before.

•	 Backpacks: Teach your child to 
pack the backpack correctly to 
prevent injury. Pack heavier items 
closest to the center of gravity and 
be sure your child always uses 
both shoulder straps.  Slinging the 
backpack over one shoulder can 
cause muscle strain. 

•	 Homework: Video and computer 
games can cause eye, neck and 
brain fatigue. Try to limit these 
activities until after all homework 
has been completed.

•	 Sleep: Having a bedtime routine 
helps to set our ‘body clock’ and 
helps the body ‘know’ when it’s 
time to sleep. A bedtime routine 
that your child looks forward to, like 
reading a book together each night, 
makes sticking to a set bedtime 
easier.

“The thankful receiver bears 
a plentiful harvest.”
William Blake
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October 2013

Thursday 10/31
Happy Halloween!
Lincoln School Halloween Parade 2:30 pm - All Parents Welcome!

November 2013

Entire Month of November Lincoln School Collects for The Caldwell Food Pantry

Tuesday 11/5 Early Dismissal - Election Day

Thursday–Friday 11/7–11/8 No School - Teachers’ Convention

Monday 11/11 Veterans’ Day

Tuesday 11/12
Early Dismissal
Parent/Teacher Conferences: Evening Only

Thursday 11/14
Early Dismissal
Parent/Teacher Conferences: Afternoon Only

Monday 11/18 Parent-Teacher Conferences: Evening Only; HSA Meeting - 7:15 pm

Friday 11/22 Cultural Arts Assembly For All Students- “The Signature Project”

Wednesday 11/27 Early Dismissal

Thursday-Friday 11/28-11/29 No School - Thanksgiving Recess

December 2013
Tuesday 12/3 Holiday Gift Sale - SET UP ONLY 3:00 pm

Wednesday 12/4
Thursday 12/5

Holiday Gift Sale - 3:00-8:00 pm

Holiday Gift Sale - 3:00-6:00 pm

Wednesday 12/11 HSA Meeting - 7:15 pm

Wednesday 12/18 Winter Concert

Monday 12/23 Early Dismissal

Tuesday-Tuesday 12/24-12/31 No School - Holiday Break

January 2014

Wednesday 1/1 Happy New Year! No School

Thursday 1/2 School Re-opens

Friday 1/10
Fun-at-Lunch
2:00 pm - HSA Meeting

Friday 1/17 Fun-at-Lunch

Monday 1/20 No School - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Friday 1/24 Fun-at-Lunch

Friday 1/31
Fun-at-Lunch
Fifth Grade Hosts Dance-a-Thon for Fourth and Fifth Graders 6:30-8:00 pm

Mark Your Calendar




